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MEDIA RELEASE
LIVE RADIO ON TRACK AT KUFM
October 9, 1987
By Janice Downey 
UM News and Publications
I'm going to a land that's far away 
Down by the crystal fountain.
Won't you come with me, we'll go and see 
The Big Rock Candy Mountain.
MISSOULA —  A shrill train whistle announced the second coming of 
live folk music to Montana Public Radio recently, and the wheels 
are already in motion for more stopovers.
"Big Rock Candy Mountain," once merely a song about a hobo's 
pipe dream, is now a periodic happening featuring local musicians 
before live theatre and radio audiences.
A cooperative production of Montana Public Radio and the 
Missoula Folklore Society, the show features traditional American 
music performed by The Hellgate Ramblers and host Mark Ross.
Guest artists also perform on the show, which is staged in and 
broadcast from the University of Montana's Performing Arts and 
Radio-Television Center to many Montana communities.
"I am not Garrison Keillor and this is not Prairie Home 
Companion,'" Ross says, referring to the canceled radio show and 
its host from the mythical Lake Wobegon. He acknowledges that 
the two traditional-music shows are similar, but he says "Big
more
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Rock. Candy Mountain" is not a substitute for Keillor's show that 
ended last June.
"There was live radio before Prairie Home,' Ross says, "and 
there'll be live radio after."
Montana Public Radio -- with stations KUFM in Missoula and 
KGPR in Great Falls -- has live studio radio shows, such as 
"Catfish" John Tisdell's "Radio Jamboree," but not live-as-its- 
happening radio shows.
"I've always wanted a show that features Montana musicians," 
KUFM/KGPR Program Director Terry Conrad says. "We’ve never had 
the resources or personnel to do it before."
The live show came together, Conrad says, when the Missoula 
Folklore Society agreed to help produce the show. The society's 
non-profit status should help secure grants for financing future 
shows.
Ross -- whose show, "The Telling Takes Me Home," ran for 
four and a half years on Montana Public Radio -- teamed up with 
Rick Ryan, who produces the show. Ryan's membership in the 
folklore society, experience producing Ross' former show and 
talent for playing stand-up bass and singing harmony made him a 
natural team selection.
Ryan, along with Elly Nuno, fiddle and vocals; Billy Parker, 
mandolin; and John Joyner, fiddle and banjo; make up the house 
band, The Hellgate Ramblers. Together, their plucky picking and
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sweet harmonies put life into the wanderer's land of make believe 
as described in the show's theme song.
"We wanted a theme to go with the idea of taking somebody to 
a mythical land they can't find anyplace else," Ross says.
"That's the magic of music, especially on radio."
To work that magic during a live performance, sometimes the 
musicians must work around broken strings and other surprises 
like last-minute changes in the order of songs. Yet the snares 
seem to be a small price for performers who enjoy playing for an 
audience.
"It's fun to play in front of a quiet audience instead of a 
smoky bar," Parker says. "The people appreciate the music more."
"I like the idea of promoting acoustic music on local 
radio," Joyner says. "I think it's neat KUFM supports local 
programming because every town has a group that gets together to 
play. There's a lot of people interested in it, so it should be 
heard."
As the show becomes more popular, more things will be 
possible.
"This basically is an experiment to see if we can do it all 
the time," Conrad says. "We're hoping to expand the variety and 
quality of the show with more guest artists."
Montana Public Radio lost money on the first two shows -- 
July 18 and Oct. 3, the same night as a String Orchestra of the 
Rockies concert. With ticket prices at $3 each, an audience of
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400 people is needed for the show to break even. The audiences 
averaged about 150 people for the two shows.
Although the audiences are "still not building yet," 
KUFM/KGPR Production Manager William Marcus says, the show is 
going as planned.
"The response has been positive," Marcus says. "People 
appreciate local musicians." Both Marcus and Conrad link the 
show's future to bigger audiences as well as to the stations' 
budget, largely set by one week of fund raising each May.
"While we think the shows are important programs," Marcus 
says, "it's just a matter of what's possible and what isn't."
Four more "Big Rock Candy Mountain" shows are planned. The 
next show is Nov. 28, and the last show of the season will be the 
weekend before Montana Public Radio's fund-raising week.
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